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Aerate:  Loosening or puncturing the soil to increase water penetration.
Bolting: Vegetables quickly go to flower rather than producing the food crop. Usually caused by late planting and too warm temperatures. 

Compost:  An organic soil amendment resulting from the decomposition of organic matter.
Cultivate:  Process of breaking up the soil surface (till), removing weeds, and preparing for planting.

Cure:  Prepare vegetables for storage by drying.
Fertilizer:  Organic or inorganic plant foods which may be either liquid or granular used to amend the soil in order to improve the quality or quantity of plant growth.
Germinate:  The process of the sprouting of a seed.

Mulch:  Any loose material placed over the soil to control weeds and conserve soil moisture. Usually this is a coarse organic matter, such as leaves, clippings or bark, but plastic sheeting and other commercial products can also be used.

Nitrogen:  Promotes healthy leaf growth.

Nutrients:  Mineral substances absorbed by the roots of plants for nourishment. 

Organic gardening: The method of gardening utilizing only materials derived from living things, ie. all natural plant foods and pesticides.
Organic material:  Any material which originated as a living organism. (i.e. compost, manure, worm poop)
Phosphorous:  Promotes healthy production of flowers and fruits.

Photosynthesis:  The internal process by which a plant turns sunlight into growing energy; the formation of carbohydrates in plants from water and carbon dioxide, by the action of sunlight on the Chlorophyll within the leaves.
Pollination:  The transfer of pollen from the stamen (male part of the flower) to the pistil (female part of the flower), which results in the formation of a seed. 
Potassium:  Helps regulate critical plant processes, including photosynthesis, healthy cell function, protein formation, etc.

Raised bed:  A row of dirt raised slightly higher than the ground surface, the soil within tilled deep and loose.
